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CINCINNATI ARCHBISHOP TO ADDRESS SEXUAL ABUSE CRISIS IN THE CHURCH 
DAYTON, Ohio- Daniel E. Pilarczyk, archbishop of Cincinnati since 1982 and the 
former president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, will address "What Were the 
Bishops Thinking?" at 7 p.m. on Wednesday. March 10. in the Kennedy Union Ballroom at the 
University of Dayton. 
The talk, part of UD's "The Wounded Body of Christ: Sexual Abuse in the Church" lecture 
series, is free and open to the public. 
"Those who have been planning this lecture series for the past year are deeply appreciative 
of the archbishop's willingness to participate. He volunteered to contribute to the lecture series 
and fully recognizes the anger and sorrow of faithful Catholic, both laity and the clergy, about the 
revelations concerning sexual abuse within the church," said Sandra Yocum Mize, chair of the 
religious studies department and one of the organizers of the series. 
In 1993, the archdiocese of Cincinnati was one of the first in the nation to implement a 
child protection policy, which is updated every five years. Because of its Decree on Child 
Protection, the archdiocese already had in place many of the national norms enacted by the 
bishops in 2002, such as a lay-dominated review board and a victims' assistance coordinator. 
The latest version in 2003 requires fingerprinting and background checks for all priests, 
seminarians and all employees and volunteers who work with children in the archdiocese. Nearly 
30,000 children have learned about child abuse through special programs conducted in the 
Catholic schools in the archdiocese. 
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In November 2003, Pilarczyk, on behalf of the archdiocese, pleaded no contest to five 
misdemeanor counts of failure to report a crime in connection with abuse committed between 1978 
and 1982, before he became archbishop, and set up a fund to compensate victims of child abuse. 
The amount was set at $3 million because it's the highest Pilarczyk can spend without permission 
of the Vatican. 
On the eve of the release of the Feb. 27 John Jay College of Criminal Justice national report 
on child abuse by priests between 1950-2002, Pilarczyk reported that 4 percent of priests in the 
archdiocese had abused children. That percentage mirrored national statistics. Since 1950, the 
archdiocese has paid about $2.7 million in legal settlements and for counseling for victims and 
priests. 
"I am sorry that any priest has ever abused anyone and equally sorry that we did not deal 
with these priests in ways that we now believe appropriate," he wrote in a letter published in the 
Catholic Telegraph on Feb. 27. In the letter, he called child abuse "a sickness and a moral failing but 
it is also a crime." 
Pilarczyk also addressed the pain of the victims. "Some victims have said that we have 
not done enough. I agree -because there is no way we can ever do enough," he wrote. "There is 
no way to fully repair damage done to a child." 
Pilarczyk will take questions after his talk, and the evening will conclude with a brief 
prayer service at 9 p.m. 
The lecture series organizers appreciate Pilarczyk's willingness to talk about the abuse 
issue. "We hope that his address might contribute in some small way to the long and difficult 
process of responding to the crisis through acknowledging past failures and seeking out possible 
sources of healing," Yocum Mize said. 
For information on the lecture series, see http:/ /www.sexualabuseinthechurch.org. 
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